
PUBLIC HEALTH 
IN GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE
PANDEMIC, BIOETHICS, FUTURE

Pontifical Academy for Life
General Assembly   

27-29 September 2021

Augustinianum Conference Center
www.patristicum.org/en/conference-center

The link to participate online on the 
Zoom platform will be sent few days 
before the event and must not be 
passed on to third parties.

In the light of the experience of the Covid-19 
pandemic, the Workshop intends to offer a 
reflection on certain ethical values that pro-
ved crucial in this circumstance, but also an 
analysis of the challenges posed by a neces-
sary ethical, medical and ecological ‘conver-
sion’. 
The aim is to give an original contribution to 
the important debate on public health and the 
problems that this health emergency has hi-
ghlighted. To make sense of what has happe-
ned and not to lose the lessons learned from 
this crisis. 
A valuable lesson for a substantial renewal 
of societies and for a fairer and more sustai-
nable future.
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
Moderators: M. Lopez Barahona R. Pegoraro
9:00 – Welcome address
Archbishop Vincenzo PAGLIA, President,  
Pontifical Academy for Life (Vatican City)
9:15 – “In confinement”, 
Video by Eugenia BALCELLS (2020)
9:20 – Opening Biblical reflection 
Anne-Marie PELLETIER (France) 
9:30 – Medical research in the context  
of pandemic
Jules HOFFMANN (France)
9:50 – Pandemic and public health  
in Latin America
Carissa ETIENNE (Dominica)
10:10 – Pandemic and public health in Africa
John NKENGASONG (Cameroon)
10:30 – Pandemic in the physicians’ perspective
David BARBE (USA)
11:30 – Papal Audience
13:00 – Lunch
DIMENSIONS OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
Moderators: M. Farag, L. Palazzani
15:00 – Scientific research
Katarina LEBLANC (Sweden)
15:20 – Market and economy
Gael GIRAUD (France)
15:40 – Discussion
16:10 – Break
16:40 – Local and international  
health organizations
Walter RICCIARDI (Italy)
17:00 – The Issue of Zoonosis
Pascoal CARVALHO (India)
17:20 – Freedom and common good
Maria Clara LUCCHETTI BINGEMER (Brazil) 
17:40 – Discussion
18:40 – Conclusion

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
	f MORNING (PAV MEMBERS ONLY)

Moderator: R. Pegoraro
9:00 – Plenary session
Memory of M.me Birthe Lejeune (by Prof. J.-M.  
Le Mene) and Prof. Juan de Dios Vial Correa  
(by Prof. P. Taboada) 

9:30 – PARALLEL WORKING GROUPS 
(Not linguistic but by topics)
Group 1: Communication and Infodemics
Moderator: S. Sahm  
Speakers: Chiara GIACCARDI (Italy),  
Roberto ANDORNO (Switzerland)
Group 2: Individual Freedom, Social Control,  
Biopolitics
Moderator: P. Benanti
Speakers: Charles DAVIS (India),  
Therese LYSAUGHT  (USA)
Group 3: Prevention and Care
Moderator: D. Sulmasy 
Speakers: Maria KOLESAROVA (Slovakia),  
Jokin DE IRALA (Spain)
Group 4: Resource Allocation
Moderator: D. Sacchini
Speakers: Jörg Guido HÜLSMANN (France),  
Marco TRABUCCHI (Italy) 
Group 5: Vulnerability
Moderator: M. Leonardi
Speakers: Bill SULLIVAN (Canada),  
Paulina TABOADA (Chile)
11.00 – Break
11.30 – Working Groups (continuation)
13.00 – Lunch

	f AFTERNOON (PUBLIC SESSION)
PERSPECTIVES OF CONVERSION  
Moderators: A.G. Spagnolo, A. Borovechi
15:00 - Opening Biblical reflection 
Avraham STEINBERG (Israel)

15:10 – Recommendations by the Working 
Groups and Young Researchers Group
15:50 – Bioethics
Henk ten HAVE (The Netherlands)
16:10 – Ecology
David TILMAN (USA)
16:30 – Digital
Maria Chiara CARROZZA (Italy)
16:50 – Discussion 
17:30 – Break
17:50 – Education
Jacques SIMPORE (Burkina Faso) 
18:10 – Medicine
Daniel SULMASY (USA)
18:30 – Discussion
19:00 – Concluding remarks
20:30 – Social Dinner
(Ceremony “Servants of Life” Award)

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
(PAV MEMBERS ONLY)

Moderators: V. Paglia, R. Pegoraro
8:00 – Holy Mass  
(Church of “S. Stefano degli Abissini”)
9:15 – Breakfast
9:45 – Plenary session reserved  
to PAV Members 
11:15 – Time available for groups meetings
13:00 – Lunch


