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Sociotechnical imaginaries:

«institutionally stabilized and publicly 

performed visions of desirable futures, 

animated by shared understandings of 

forms of social life and social order 

attainable through, and supportive of, 

advances in science and technology.»



“I find it appalling how many people are 

willing to accept the bad deal they have 

been given. We ought to be more insistent 

about improving our brains and our bodies.

.. I find it even more annoying that we have 

to live only a hundred years just because of 

a few evolutionary mistakes.. When we 

design new forms for ourselves, we will 

describe our intentions along with the 

plans.”   (Marvin Minsky, 1995, p. 195)



Where is the place of ethics?

Ethics guidelines or review boards are not 

able to govern science and technology 

towards the common good.









What is missing?

The spiritual dimension is missing.

The understanding that the human body is not just an 

arbitrary collection of genes, cells and tissue, is missing.

Boundaries are missing.



What is counted, counts.



What can we do?

Encourage responsible research and innovation.

Count what currently does not count, building a science 

for human flourishment.

Listen better to peripheral voices.



What can we do?

Continue to ask:

“Can this sociotechnical trajectory help us remember 

how our lives truly can be, and support our strength to 

live them?”


